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Proposing a “3Green” youth-centric approach through the geographical lens 

 

Abstract 

Singapore Green Plan (SGP) 2030 signifies Singapore’s commitment in a whole-of-nation movement 

to advance Singapore’s national agenda on sustainable development. With the strong support from 

public and private institutions, SGP 2030 charts out ambitious targets and implements eco-centric 

strategies to cope with climate change. SGP 2030 comes at a time when climate agendas are more 

urgent than before. At the recent UN Climate Change Conference (COP26), global leaders have 

emphasized that a concerted effort is required to spearhead environmental initiatives and enact upon 

promised climate targets - to reduce carbon emissions and implement green sustainable practices.  

Besides international and state-led policies, active citizenry is essential too. Particularly, youths should 

be recognised as ‘active agents of change’, capable of envisioning a greener sustainable future 

alongside the state. For example, youths can contribute to positive change by initiating ground-up 

projects. Youths can also become green champions by encouraging eco-friendly behaviour, spreading 

environmental awareness to others in the community. Finally, the state can work closely with youths 

to co-create green spaces. A youth-centric placemaking approach empowers youths to take charge in 

sustainable development and adopt a green mindset in their everyday life. Therefore, this paper aims 

to expound on these youth-centric strategies and illustrate how youths can be mobilised to contribute 

towards a sustainable Singapore.  
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Introduction 

Contrary to seeing youths as ‘persons of becoming’ and ‘adults in the making’, youths are increasingly 

recognised for their agency in enacting positive change in communities. One notable individual would 

be youth environmental activist, Greta Thunberg. Greta Thunberg advocates strongly for 

environmental protection, rallying others to address environmental problems urgently in our fight 

against climate change.  

In Singapore’s context, youths are empowered through climate change education in schools and learn 

about Singapore’s efforts towards sustainable development. Beyond knowledge acquisition, some 

youths take action when they exercise social responsibility for the environment in their everyday life. 

Youths do so by volunteering in sustainability-related community projects, kickstart their own green 

initiatives or adopt eco-friendly lifestyle habits.  

Having said so, much more can still be done to engage youths effectively. As Singapore sets out 

ambitious targets in the SGP 2030, we need to critically evaluate how we can meaningfully engage 

youths. Youths should have the right to express their views, exercise their agency to participate and 

re-positioned as active agents of change. By adopting a youth-centric perspective, I believe that we 

can empower youths to take ownership, to lead and create ennobling possibilities for Singapore’s 

sustainable future. Therefore, I aim to expound on 3 proposed strategies to meaningfully engage and 

empower youths to make a difference: (1) Green Initiatives; (2) Green Communication; (3) Green 

Placemaking (Figure 1).    
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Figure 1. The ‘3Green’ youth-centric framework 

 

In coming up with the ‘3Green’ framework 

As a geographer myself, I am passionate in learning more about sustainable development and how I 

can play a part in helping mitigate climate change. While I am aware of the climate crisis the world is 

facing today, I am admittedly not an environmental activist, neither am I extremely environmental 

conscious. Yet, I feel compelled to share my opinion, as an oblivious or apathetic as some may call, to 

offer some insights on how the state, schools and organisations can meaningfully engage youths to 

encourage positive change to happen. In coming up with the ‘3Green’ framework (Figure 1), I draw 

inspiration from various strands of Geography.  

Firstly, I refer to Hart’s participatory model within children and young people geographies, to argue 

for a critical evaluation youth participation. From Figure 2, I caution against tokenistic approaches that 
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hint towards a lack of genuine engagement with youths that could result in non-participation. 

Therefore, Hart’s participatory model grounds my strategies to show how they are youth-led 

initiatives, where youths are empowered to create positive change.  

 

Figure 2. Hart (1992) participatory model 

 

Secondly, I also draw inspiration from urban and tourism geography, in particular utilising the concepts 

of ‘placemaking’ and ‘place-making’. Contrary to ‘place-making’, one that is more top-down, 

inauthentic and evokes sense of place lessness, I believe that a green ‘placemaking’ approach can 

effectively enable youths to be creative, create authentic green spaces, where they can feel a stronger 

sense of place and identity. This can be done through effective engagement between state and youth 

to create new green spaces, where youths make shared decisions with and not by adults. Finally, I use 

the geographical concept of ‘scale’ to reimagine new possibilities. I argue that an effective use of 

technology to spread the sustainability message can allow us to transcend scales, moving between 

the private and public, and also from national to international. When reimagining a culture where 
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sustainability is the norm, social media presents exciting opportunities for youths to spread positive 

influence, mobilise others, advocate and enact change.  

Besides the ‘3Green’ strategies, I believe that youths are able to develop soft skills through their active 

participation in sustainability and invest in their personal growth. More importantly, in proposing the 

strategies, I strongly believe that we ought to go beyond the sustainability agenda. Through the 

‘3Green’ strategies, youths should be able to develop values such as leadership, proactiveness, 

responsibility, creativeness and adaptability, to value-add to their personal growth journey and enrich 

their life experiences (Figure 1). 

 

Green initiatives: Reimagining youths as active agents of change 

Schools present exciting opportunities for youths to experiment and learn more about sustainable 

development through hands-on involvement. In line with the ‘Sustainable Living’ pillar in SGP 2030, 

the Eco Stewardship Programme can be supported by youth-led green initiatives. Schools can identify 

student groups to participate in industrial attachments to kickstart small-scale environmental projects 

under the mentorship of industrial experts. In tertiary education, hackathons and Olympiads can be 

organised for students to take part in intellectual and creative discussions on sustainability. Private 

organisations can offer funding for such programmes. Additionally, schools can find synergies 

between biology and geography education to encourage biodiversity conservation. With increasing 

urbanisation in Singapore, biodiversity conservation reemphasizes the need to reconnect with nature 

and protect our rich biodiversity, flora and fauna. Youths can be mobilised to engage in citizen science 

through school field trips, where they can document about the wildlife sightings and be encouraged 

to learn more about biodiversity and ecological restoration. 

 

 



Topic: “Towards a Sustainable Singapore: How Youth Can Make a Difference” 

Name: Nicholas Ong Yew Hui 
 
Green communication: Youths as green champions 

To ensure continuity in the green initiatives, projects and youth involvement in sustainability, youths 

need to be empowered to become green champions. Youths can share about their green aspirations 

through podcasts and social media applications, such as TikTok and Instagram. These can allow 

opportunities for interaction between youths of all ages and to encourage more to cultivate a green 

mindset, adopt environmental-friendly practices through dialogues within peer to peer or online 

communities. More critically, we need to caution against green washing, where sustainability becomes 

a marketing gimmick that lacks authenticity in achieving its true sustainable goals. As Singapore shifts 

towards a sustainable future, there needs to be a constant evaluation of green communication, to 

minimise falsehoods and biased agendas. 

 

Green placemaking: Co-creating green spaces with youths 

To build a culture where sustainability is the norm, youths should ideally feel a strong sense of 

belonging and connection, in order to be compelled to enact change and engage in sustainable 

practices. This is especially important given Singapore’s largely paternalistic government, that could 

unintentionally side-line youths in decision-making processes. As Singapore creates more green 

spaces and green communities, I believe that it would be beneficial for youths to play an active role in 

placemaking strategies to encourage green citizenry and evoke a sense of homeliness. Youths can 

inspire new reimaginations of spaces and offer ideas towards a green and resilient future. While 

youths are already consulted upon, public agencies need to requestion the extent youth’s voices are 

accounted for and engaged with, especially when coming up with new policy directions that could run 

the risk of becoming adult-dominated and biased. More critically, in creating a sustainable future, we 

need to think critically of both the heart-ware (i.e. culture and mindset) and the hardware (i.e. city’s 

infrastructure). Is sustainable urbanism merely a utopic ideal? Who has the right to a sustainable city?  
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Conclusion 

In presenting the “3Green” youth-centric strategies, I do not intend to claim these to be all effective. 

Rather, it is my intention to kickstart the environmental conversation on how Singapore can 

meaningfully engage youths to make a difference. We do not need every youth to become the next 

‘Greta Thunberg’, but instead, I believe that fundamentally youths should be empowered with the 

knowledge and opportunities to co-create a sustainable future.  
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